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The first container block train has been received at the new intermodal transport terminal in Bulgaria’s capital Sofia and Bulgaria’s Transport Ministry is going to grant all support to the use of container block trains in the country, according to Deputy Minister of Transport, Kamen Kichev.
“This type of transport service is the future of the freight transport segment. The Ministry of Transport and Communications is ready to support the operators,” said Kichev.
The pilot unit train with 24 railway cars carrying 24 containers loaded in the Slovenian capital Ljubljana arrived in Sofia.
Until now, container block trains had only passed through Bulgaria but had never been used on Bulgarian territory because of the lack of intermodal transport terminals with sufficient capacity.
The arrival of the first container block train at the Yana station in Sofia is the result of a joint project between the state-owned company BDZ Freight Services EOOD and a private firm, Ecologistics EOOD, for the creation of a new transport service – transportation from Ljubljana to Sofia by unit train with 40-feet containers.
By the end of 2011, the Yana railway station will process about 400 containers delivered by unit trains from the Adriatic port of Koper, Slovenia, which means that each week one container block train will travel from Ljubljana to Sofia.  An initial weekly service is expected to deliver around 400 containers from the Slovenian port of Koper by the end of the year. Six operators have expressed interest in using the facility, which offers two 240 m sidings for container trains, storage space for 1 000 containers and the capacity to handle up to 35 000 boxes a year.
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